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What To Do: Tackling peer on peer sexual abuse
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e Always take complaints seriously

e Ensure you are clearly not acting in a prejudiced, judgmental or dismissive manner when dealing with
such sensitive matters.

e Gain a statement of facts from the pupil(s)

o

Speak to all the young people involved separately, gain a statement of facts from them and use
consistent language and open questions for each account.

Ask the young people to tell you what happened. Use open questions, ‘where, when, why,
who'. (What happened? Who observed the incident? What was seen? What was heard? Did
anyone intervene?).

Do not interrogate or ask leading questions.

Avoid language that may create a ‘blame’ culture and leave a child labelled. Staff will talk to the
children in a calm and consistent manner.

Consider intent: Has this been a deliberate or contrived situation for a young person to be able
to harm another?



o Do not promise confidentiality
o ldeally have two members of staff present
e Assess needs of victim and alleged perpetrator
e Encourage the young person to share the information with their parent/carer (they may be scared to
tell parents/carers that they are being harmed in any way). If the pupil is 13+ and does not want to
share with parents, use the ‘Gillick’ test and the ‘Fraser’ guidelines.

® Record all incidents and all action taken on MyConcern.
O If the incident is urgent, you must go and find a Designated Safeguarding Lead or member of

SLT immediately.

e When informing the parent/carer, the best way is face to face. The nature of the incident and the type
of harm/abuse a young person may be suffering can cause fear and anxiety to parents/carers whether
their child is the child who was harmed or who harmed another.

When recording sexualised behaviour:

o Use the child’s exact words in quotation marks.
o If you include opinion, make this clear “In my opinion ...”

Be clear, explicit and non-avoidant, and avoid vague statements or euphemisms
Record as soon as possible, as you can quickly forget or confuse detail
Use proper names for body parts but record exactly any language or vocabulary used by the child.

Note where and when the incident happened and whether anyone else was around.

Note: In cases of sexual violence, there is legal protection for the victim’s identity. This includes sharing on
social media and discussion amongst pupils at school
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https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system/gillick-competence-fraser-guidelines

